BREWSTER COUNTY GROUNDWATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

Monday, February 12, 2007
MINUTES

The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Brewster County Groundwater Conservation District was called to order by Chairman Tom Beard at 9:40 a.m.  A quorum was present.  Members of the Board present were:  Chairman Tom Beard, Vice-Chairman Mike Davidson, Tom Santry, Leo Dominguez, Billito Donnell, Rob Dean, and David Bynum.  General Manager Conrad J. Arriola was also present.  
County Treasurer Carol Ofenstein was also in attendance.
Chairman Beard declared that a quorum was present and the notice of the meeting had been posted as required by law.

3.  Approval of Minutes of Meeting of January 15, 2007
Chairman Beard asked the Board to review the minutes of the last meeting.  After review, the Chairman asked for a motion to approve the minutes.  Mr. Donnell moved to approve the minutes and the Mr. Santry seconded the motion.  The Chairman called for the vote, and the Board unanimously approved the minutes for the January 15, 2007, meeting. 
4.  General Manager’s Report, Director’s Report

The General Manager told the Board that he had two new well applications for the month of January.  He stated that all of the wells had met the District’s spacing requirements and were ready of approval. The General Manager told the Board he had been working with the new County Treasurer Carol Ofenstein on the new format of the financial report for the District.  He mentioned that the County Treasurer was in attendance and would report on the status of the District’s finances.     

5.  Financial Report

County Treasurer Carol Ofenstein reported to the Board that she would like to make quarterly deposits to the Board.  She told the Board that she would treat the Board like a non-profit instead of a County department.  Mrs. Ofenstein gave the Board a report of the District’s financial status as of February 2007.  In the report, she reported that the District’s assets added up to $14,219.85, and the total revenue for 2007 would come up to be $16,310.00.  Total expenses for the year would add up to $23,550 and revenue over expenses would be -$7,240.00.  Also, the Board decided to change the names on the District’s checking account.  Chairman Beard decided to have the names of Tom Beard, Tom Santry, County Treasurer Carol Ofenstein, and General Manager Conrad Arriola on the account.  Mr. Santry moved to direct the General Manager to change the account, and Mr. Donnell seconded the motion.  The Board unanimously approved the changing of names on the District’s checking account.

Chairman thanked Carol for presenting the report.  Chairman Beard told the General Manager to make sure he duplicates the report and presents it at each meeting.
B.  Budget Amendment
Chairman Beard told the Board that the Board needed to take formal action on the amended 2007 Budget.  He told the Board that the amended budget will have nine new line items and the Board will monitor these line items as the funds are being used.  He told the General Manager to follow up on the unused 2006 funds that were left over.  Mr. Santry moved to approve the amended 2007 Budget, and Mr. Dean seconded the motion.  The Chairman asked for the vote, and the motion was approved unanimously.  (Attached is the 2007 amended budget)
C.  Bills

The General Manager told the Board he did not have any bills to pay.
6.  Discussion of and Action on Approval of Drilling Permit Applications

The General Manager reported to the Board that he had received two new well applications for the month of January. The applications were from the following:

January

Ryan Felps

Big Bend Resort and Adventures 
Chairman Beard asked the Board for a motion to approve the new well applications.  

Mr. Donnell to approve the new well applications, and Mr. Santry seconded the motion.  Chairman Beard asked for a vote on the motion, and the Board unanimously approved the new well applications.
7.  Consider an Discuss Groundwater Management Area #4 Issues/ Discussion

       and appropriate action

      A.  Spacing Rules regarding large capacity wells/ requirements
Mr. Bynum told the Board that he had reviewed the packet of examples regarding the  spacing rules from different water districts and he told the Board he liked the Hays County Groundwater example.  Mr. Bynum thought that the minimum distance of proposed well from property lines were fair.  The General Manager explained that 17.36 gpm – 200 gpm  required distance would stay at 50 ft. and anything after that would be subject to a sliding scale that would increase the minimum distance as more gpm are pumped.  Mr. Beard told the General Manager to put this back on the agenda for the next meeting.
8.  Report on Lobbying/Political Issues
Chairman Beard told the Board that Representative Gallego filed Bill 545 that would exempt the District from Section 36.121 of the Texas Water Code.  As discussed in the past, Section 36.121 exempts the City of Alpine from being subjected to the Rules of District.  Mr. Beard told the Board that this bill would make the City of Alpine abide by the rules of the District like everyone else in the County has to.
9.  Administrative and Procedural Matters

There were no administrative or procedural matters discussed.
10.  Public Comments

No public comment
11.  Adjourn

The Board adjourned the meeting at 10:20 a.m.
